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In My View

creates and sustains all liv-
ing things. We read, “In the
beginning when God creat-
ed the heavens and the
earth, the earth was a form-
less void and darkness cov-
ered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God
swept over the face of the
waters.” The Hebrew word
translated as “wind” is
“Ruach,” which can also be
translated as breath, or
Spirit. God’s breath is that
which gives life to the cre-
ation and to each one of us.
There are two accounts
of the giving of the Spirit in
the Christian writings of the
New Testament. In John’s
Gospel, chapter 20, Jesus
appears to the disciples on
the evening of the first
Easter. He brings a word of
peace (Shalom) and then
John writes, “When he had
said this he breathed on
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ay 30 is

Pentecost

Sunday, the

Sunday we cele-
brate the gift of the Holy
Spirit to the Church. It is
sometimes described as the
birthday of the Church and
I have known parishes who
celebrate with a large birth-
day cake. It marks the
underlying reality that the
whole life of the world, of
each Christian and of the
Church is one that is
inspired by God’s Holy
Spirit.

The earliest book of the
Bible, Genesis, uses wonder-
fully evocative symbolic lan-
guage to make the point
that God is the one who
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Breathe Deeply

them and said to them,
Receive the Holy Spirit.”
In the second account in
the Book of Acts, chapter 2,
the disciples were all togeth-
er when “...suddenly from
heaven there came a sound
like the rush of a violent
wind...” and the Spirit fell
upon them. These accounts
are all linked to the under-
standing of the Holy Spirit
as a powerful, life giving
force like a breath, or a
wind. The celebration of
Pentecost is a reminder to
all of us that we need to
take time to breathe — to
let the winds of God blow
through our lives clearing
out the debris that clutters
our hearts and minds and
renewing us with the source
of all life.

At the beginning of July
(1-4) we will be holding our

second Diocesan Gathering.

June 2010

This year it will be held at
the Sorrento Centre and the
theme is “Ruach.” It will be
a time to join together in a
celebration of summer, of
faith, of community and of
the refreshing winds of
God. We are extremely
blessed to have Bishop
Gordon Light as our theme
speaker. Gordon is well
known in our diocese as a
gifted speaker, musician and
songwriter and we know
that we are in for a time of
inspiration and refresh-
There will be time
to play, to rest, to partici-
pate in workshops and to
enjoy the beauty and hospi-
tality of the Sorrento
Centre. As well it will be an
opportunity to meet the
new director for the Centre,
Christopher Lind.

I have recently been
with the Anglican Parishes

ment.

of the Central Interior for a
weekend gathering in 100
Mile House. It was a time
of laughter, sharing of sto-
ries, wonderful worship and
deepening of friendships. In
my view the Diocesan
Gathering in Sorrento
promises to offer the same
for our own diocese. Each
parish has more informa-
tion and you can also find
details on our Diocesan
Website. I encourage you to
come to Sorrento on the
long weekend for “Ruach”
and may it be a time to
breathe — to rest, renew
and feel the winds of the
Spirit that enlivens all living
things.

See you there,

Faithfully  +John
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BY JIM HEARNE

ast month I alluded to

the fact that I had

been billeted in St.

Mark’s rectory in
Nakusp, just prior to my ordina-
tion in 1963. In the early 60s I
left seminary in Chicago and had
become a convert to Anglicanism.
This happened in the “biretta
belt” of the American Church. I
was a convert to Anglo-
Catholicism. Among my mentors
was Fr. Joe Turnbull. Both David
Crawley and Jan Rudinoff were
acquainted with him. Most of his
ministry was spent in the Diocese
of Hawaii. When I knew him, he
was the rector of Prairie du Chien
and Lancaster, Wisconsin. He
taught me how to behave myself
at the altar. I was even instructed
in such liturgical niceties as to
how to “flit the veil”. As a portend
of my Canadian experience, the
first time I visited Fr. Joes rectory
in Lancaster, a copy of the

The Vicar of Kokanee remembers

“More of Bruce”

Qu’Appelle Messenger was lying
on his copy table.

Back to Bruce: He asked me if
I knew how to say mass and I told
him I never had, but I knew I'd be
good at it! It was apparent that my
rector cared little for this training.
He had the care of a large parish of
several hundred souls. It was his
idea that my first Eucharist should
be from a nave altar facing the
congregation. The safety of the
high altar facing east would not be
open to me. I must face the con-
gregation. This was reminiscent of
the advanced penologist who
invented the circular cellblock that
required prisoners to look at each
other.

Bruce set up a master class for
me in the celebration of the
Eucharist. He placed an altar in
the church hall for “dry masses.”
We faced each other over an altar
for these sessions. He cautioned
me when he was busied with
parish duties to use the altar bread
that was free of weevils. It was
reminiscent of the master class I

once saw in the instruction of
playing the cello held by Pablo
Casals. The master would sit fac-
ing the student; both with their
instruments and at a wrong note
the teacher would stop the session
and say, “No, no, no. This is the
way it should sound!” as he would
play the passage again. And we
stood, face to face, across a free-
standing altar set up in the church
hall for the better part of a week
until I got it right.

One episode in the life of
Bruce and his family left a perma-
nent mark. On a holiday they
pulled over on the Trans-Canada
Highway for a sandwich lunch.
While they parked there, their
vehicle was rear-ended by a truck.
One of their children was killed
and Bruce’s wife, Katherine suf-
fered head injuries that wrought
personality changes to her, and
made her a different person.

Today the Pellegrins live qui-
etly on Shalom Hill in Hants

County, Nova Scotia. 0



